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| PREFATORY NOTE 


Pu8 This paper is one of a series of digests of foreign mining legislation 
and court decisions that is being prepared in advance of a general report 
relative to the right of American citizens to éxplore for minerals and to” 
mand operate mines in various foreign countries. This interpretation of” 


ad 


- mining laws of Greece was prepared ‘from information furnished ‘by Ralph 
» Garren, Auerican assistant commercial attache, Athens, in'reply to a‘) 
a eteatre of the United States Bureau of Mines, transmitted through’ the 
a Sy Of the commercial laws division of the Bureau of Foreign and ~~~ 
lonestic Commerce, ae ce f Rote ; ge Cee See VR 


INTRODUCTION: | 


mag : os Feport,,9 Mr. Curren states that ‘the. source of his information a 

ne * earector of Mines of the Greek Ministry of lieti onal‘ Econoiy ‘agd the 

STs of Greece, which was compiled from existing laws in-1929, and - 
‘S Since been modified by several acts of Parliament. 


= The uistory of mining legislation in Greece, up to the year 1920, has 
“vered in Commercé Reports,° as follows: naa fa Seay 

_ The first Greek law covering mines was promulgated in 1861 and 

ie Gratm up on the basis of ‘the French law of 1810, ‘according to- _ 

. Which mineral deposits were divided into three classés:* (a) Mines; — 
48 Cugsomarily understood: (b)placer-mines and diggings; and (c) ~ 

. “arries, This law :.,°.' secured to owners ‘of: property’ the rights - 
ve ae mking metallurgical reséarches‘and’defined the terms upon which 


amy ence aemR 


l AE ee CP Rip ked pectin iio ai ‘ 2 . 
The Buréan of Mines. will welcome the’ reprinting. of this.paper, provided . 
“© following: footnote acknowledgment is.used: "Reprinted from U.S. °. 
: “au-of Mines Information Circular 6634." 6-06 2 ole, 
° Metals and nonmetals division, U. S. Bureau of Mines... ° 0 se. 
to Ofpeaiph B., Rights of American Citizens. to Explore for Minerals and 
ltrs Sha Operate’ Mines in Greece: Spec. Rept. 795, Nov. 16, 1931, 
4 RigeetS, Bur. For. and Dom. Com. file 141533, 0-0 ee. 65 Se 
ang S°R, Gardner, Rights of American’ Citizens. to Explore for Minerals’ 
Bur S Own and Operate Nines in Greece: Spec. Rept. 636, Nov. 12, 1928, 
5 edaely CFs And Dom. Com. file 77929, - — 
Reta’ Alexander ii., Greek Laws Regulating Exploitation of Mines: Com. 
1lo45 - No. 35, Washington, Feb. 11, 1920, pp. 848-849. 
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minin.; snould be carried on. Tne basal lesislation nas been 
modified fron time to tiie, until it has now decome practically 
obsolete .... Finally in the year 1510, the law Gaima Fhi 
Kappa Delta was promulgated on the basis of tue Prussian law 

of 1867 concerning mines. ‘this law superseded all previous 
regulations and modified profoundly the previous mining practice 
in the kingdon. 


All references in this circular are to the rew Mining Code, unless it is 
specifically indicated otherwise. 


RIGETS OF FOREIGNERS 


Foreigners may prospect “or minerals and otm and operate mines in Greece 
upon equal terns with citizens of tiie country». except with respect to mines 
located near the frontier sections, for wnici a svecial permit from the 
Aévisory ‘Council af Miines' is required, in ‘addition to the usual conditions. 
(Par. 7, art. 7.)° Sections decreed to be frontiers are: a) The Island of 
Corfu pnd tere edjoining smell islands; (b) the Provinces of Janina, Preveza, 
florina, Palli, Serres, Drama, the rhole of Western Turace, and tne 
territories of Samos, Chios, Mytilene, and Salonixi, | 


Incorporation under tne laws of Greece is not required. tLowever, accord- 
ing to Weddell,’ "a foreign compeny must be recognized in Greece in tue issue 
of a royal decree, according to the law »PA of 1861 and PKA of 1881, because 
without such recognition it can not protect its rights: in Greece nor vroceed 
defore the Greek courts nor sell. stock in Greece." 


CLASSIFIGATION 


“Mineral substances are divided into two elas: 1683 (1) The nroducts of 
quarries and (2) the products of mines. (Par. 1 and 4, art. 1.) 


Tie products of quarries inclade "stones or earth useful to the arts, 
buildings, agriculture, or industry . » e as long as they do not constitute 
minerals, according to the. clessification of the mining law" (sec. 2, par. 5, 
art. 1), that is: "marble and all i:inds of stones, slate, Li tnograpatc 
stones, dolomites, gypsum, | flint, zrincstone, millstone, granite, clay, verde 
antique (opkites), trachyte, basalt, lava, chalk, Santorin earth or puzzolana, 
travertine (tophus), pebbles, sand, sandstone, and any kind of earth, and 
similar deposits." - Slags and residues from ancient operations are included in 
the products from quarries, © Ores aon and certain other minerals are 
classed as "mine products." one. a | 


6 Wade part of the Mining Code by’ the Decree of eek. 26, 1925, Cfficial 
- Gazette No. 397, Nov. 11, 1925. —— | 
7. meouerts pore oe Work cited. 
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A secone classification is implied, as the State reserves certain minerals 
and controls others through the issue of permits and concessions (but allows~ - 
no separation - dif quarry’ ab aasie: ‘from tie surface areata hs Rds Ly vate. 14 
par l, art. 25.) t ‘ ia ahet : 


pmmecis | es 


With a few exceptions, the State Tias the ‘pheht only of disposition of 
tinerals through the, sranting of prospecting permits and decrees 'of concession. 
(4rt..19 of the Constitution . ) The State reserves to itself gold in the native 
state, vlatinun, etc., emery, mineral cooking salt with all its by-salts, end 
silver ore (barytine) on.the Islands of Milo (Kelos), Kimolos, and Polvalgos.. 
Excevtion is made, . also, of all oil-bearing strata, but not of those containing 
solid hydrocarbons. (Par. 2, 3, and 7, art. 1.) The State reserves also the. 
Ti ht of exploiting any mineral Aeposits in certain districts of the new _ 
Provinces,” or New. Greece. {Mecedonia, Western Thrace, Epirus, Crete, Mvtilene, 
Volos, and Semos), these mines” having been proclaimed national. property by a 
sveclal law. The right to exploit ‘thése mines‘is given to contractors under .. 
long—-emt leresg ,or by. adjucications made by the Secretary of National Economy, 
ihr upon specified conditions or under contracts epproved by the le: sisiatur ue 
ft the Cese nee an ee open bids maybe asked fors ae Pe ane 


The Products of quarries belone absolutely to’ the surface: owner: | ‘all 
otner Mineral: Substances -are disposed of by the State. Prospecting vermits :: 
and “ONcession decreas. ‘ape: required. The landowner hag the right to ‘PF oapect, 
"0 abs own Droperty,. provided that no other oerson has obtained a. 
Mospecting permit or a mining concession therefor: but in order’ to: acquire 


2 exclusive Prospecting. vient, even he must obtain a permit oe tne 
memente (Art: 6.) oe Bee 


, The St Sete does not claim royalty or rent from conceded areas; vat, at) pay 

: pect ‘from State. mings. the exploitation of which is granted either 

log tye tteation or through. a special agreement ratified by “Law. . ares 
‘ions the perpentnes is fixed in the specifications. -- . 


ee 


-MONOPOLIES 

liege oi Vernment of. Greece does: not. grant. Siopolbetic thisieral : 
0f tin wOl8?- bat certein nico spolies. (mainly ‘union the distribution or sale. 

of Malo) do. exist. in the interest, of the State. The emery quarrias |. 
concern ae beeg specifically exempted from the operation of: the laws -. 

0 “Ss Mines; and the sale and distribution of the products. of the. nd 
State RerTiog heave been. regulated by a law passed in April of 1923. Ocner 9 
homever “Poli es. include the sale ‘a2 salt and petroleum. According to Plitt, 
a We abolition of the retro] eum monopol: was favored. vy the Minister hs 


9 is i, -Alexander We, Work:citeds. —.. | 
1 Bay Win A.,:Review of Commerce and Industries:. Consular Rept. a1e7, : 
10 en, Oct. 20, 1930, Bureau of Mixes foreign file 9121... 2 
| -3- _ 
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Finance, but the agreement of the. International Financial Control Commission 
and the ap>oroval of the Government has not been obtained. Gypsum and millstone 
from Melos are also the subjects of monopolies. 


PROSPECTING PERMITS 


Prospecting permits are roquireds. and they are issued, by the orefect of 
the Province in which exploring is to be done, to the first legally qualified 
applicant. The vrefect must grant the permit within one month after the 
receipt of the report from the Inspector of Mines to the effect that the area 
sought is free - that is, that no previous application is pending or has been 
granted. No technical qualifications are required. 


A prospector has exclusive rights within his claim to wee cen for any. 
other than the reserved minerals. (Par. 2, 3, and 7, art. 1.) He has the 
right to remove and sell all minerals obtained by prosvecting, as he is 
considered to be the legal owner of the area. (Art. 2: vars oom art. 4;- 
par. 7, arte 73 arte 9, 13, and 14.) . : . 


Application. - An apolication for a prosvecting permit anten ig filed 
With the prefect of the Province) mst set forth the boundaries of fhe area 
in question and must be accompanied by a Treasury receipt for Drs.” 2,800. 
Within three’ months of the service of the avolication, a trignometrical plans. 
on tne scale of 1/10,000, of the area in question must be submitted.(Art.4.). 


Area._- The area under a prospecting »ermit shall not exceed 10,000 
stremnata. One prospector may’, however, be granted several penees 7 
(Par. 1, art. 4.). —— ~~ ee 


Duration. - A permit is issued for two years, with the right of renewal 
for one sear, upon the advice” of’ ‘the ‘Inspector of Minese (Pare. 1; arte 8. ).. 


Restricted areas. = Pr ospecting sermits are denied absolutely for ‘public 
Squares, streets, areas used by railways, Cemeteries, or areas of public 
utility; prospecting is not vermitted within 60 meters of any residence and 
its adjoining yards or gardens. The authorities may for adequate reasons 
refuse the granting of permits for areas of archeological or other public. 
interest. An appeal from’ auch a refusal. may be taken to the Minister of 
National: Economy. (Avt. ie ). | . dh & 


Fees. = Sat >easury receipt for Drs. 2,800 mast: accompany the ‘petition 
for a prospecting pezmit, and a receipt. for Drs. 70 must accompany the. | 
application, for the extension’ ‘of a permit.. Three months from the. granting 13 . 
@& peimit, a treasury receipt for Drs.280, ‘as a State's fee. must. be paid. <s 


10 The velue of -the drachma in 1920 in U.S.-cur currency was 1.2959 cents. 
Tne Dlural is drachmai. : , 7 a 

11 One stremma equals 0. 247 acre. a | . & | 

12 Par. 2, art. 43 ver. 3" art.8: par. 1, art. 11; par. ee 4, ond 5, gee, 12: 
par. 1 and 2, art. 91; art. 19 of the Constitutions and Law Gamma 
Lambda Nu Alpha, of 1911. 
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Compensation and indemnity. - As a guarantee in favor of the owner of the 
sarface land, an amount varyinz from Drse 200 to 1,000 must be submitted 
within three months of the publication of a permit, - the devosit to be 
returned if at the termination of prosyecting no anes es shall neve been 
caused. A surface owner has the right to halt a vrosnvector until compensation 
snall nave been paid for camezes to proverty or for decrease in tne usual 
income tiuerefrom. When provert; is acver sely and permanently affectec, the 
landowner is entitled to, indeminfication. .. tiene (2 

In the absence of. an emicable agreement with respect to the velue of the 
occuvied area oF of the amount of income derivable therefrom, the prospector 
may request the court.to settle the controversy, upon the advice of the 
Insvector of Mines. When the amount of tne indemnity has been determined by 
the oresiding judge and has been deposited in the public treasury, ‘39 
prosoector mex enter the erea in assem for prospecting purposes. 


 Priorit- right to. a concession. - A nrospecting permit gives to the . 
carmmittee priority risht to a mining concession, upon the folloving conditions: 
a Taat ne has carried out the prospecting within the svecified time; (2) 
ot he nas submitted an anvlication for a concession within two -rears. (or. 
or ‘oe veers in cese of an extension of the vermit); and (3) that ne has 
~ufilled all otligations with respect to publications and like oe 
required by the law. under penalty of annulment. - 4 ao 


Work vequired. - No ‘specified amount of.work 4s required to keep a 
permit in forces. but if a vrosvector desires to acquire. mining rights, ne 
~ust carry prospecting to a point necessary to prove the existence of 3 
sinerals and must make apolication to the prefect . for a concession before | 
tae exoiration of the permit. 


CONCESSIONS — 


A mining concession ...is granted through a presidential decree. | 
dowever, with respect to areas reserved to the State, areas conteinin: 
petroleum, and aveas: containing orecious metals, an agreement ~itn the. 
Government is necessary before mining may: be. carried one An agreement is oat 
obtained through the Minister of se ain angus after an alia : 
das deen held... r , 

| eeetien. -_ vee lication fon a caine concedes on, which must be . 
s.bmitted to the prefect of the Pvovince in which the mine is located three 
montns before the i baled of the ead selec vcermit, must be accomoanied by: 


13 See footnote 12. ee ee 
14 See footnote 12. Se ee eS ee c 
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1. Four copies of a evienoneestest plan of tne erea in cuestion 
(On 3 a scale of 1/10, 090). 


15 


2. Ten okes™~ of tne nineral ‘found. 


Se i eeeniea analysis of tie mineral. 

4, An ofeteses revort, describing ta 10 ‘prospecting rorks. 
5. olen. Of tvi-€ nrosvecting: torks (on @ scale of 1/100). 
6, det reawaey receipt for Drs. 1, 000, for inspection fees. 


, Tne anplication and s. -pplenentary documents are submitted by tue prefect 
to the Inspector of kines, wio orders an examination of the mine vorxs to be 

made. The inspector's report is folloved by the prefect's proclamation, whicu 

4s publisned in two newspapers (at the expense of the applicant). Tae corplete 

file in the case is then sent to the Minister of Wetional Econouy, wio in 

turee months must obtain a signec presidential decree, which is published in 
the Official Gazette. : 


on he Pie of dine fetetvation of the decree (vale must be vitiin 
three months from its »ublication) with the county_registrar of deeds, tite 
eee becomes the exclusive saa ae aaa 


cre a gondeee lous ice. im st, within turee months of ‘the publication or 
the decree of concession, pay Drs. 700 into the. pudlic treasury, under penalty 
of annmuliient. Tue registretion fee is Drs. 2, 800. 1? 


Area. —- The maximum area granted. by each presidential decree is 10,000 
stremmata, but an unlimited number of concessions may be issued to one person. 


Duration. -. liines are granted in ‘perpetual ommership. 


- Work required. - a eohcessionaire must begin exploitation: at the time tire 
concession is. decreed and must contime operations regularly uwoon scientific 
>rincivles. Svsvension of work is gustified ‘only “ken the wine is exhausted, 
wnen minerels are found to ve noor, maen a decline in price renders operations 
unprofitable,.or wien factors beyond tue control of tne ccncessionaire make 
exploitation temporarily | impracticatle, | (See also section of this paper 
entitled "Revocation."). | 


lend taxes, - an annual land ta:: must be aia ‘by each concessionaire: 
Drs. 500 for an erea of 1,000 strermata;: Drs. 1,000 for 1,000 to.1),000 
stremata; Drs. 2,000 for 10, Od -to 2,000 stre mate; and Drs. 3,900 for 
20,000 stremmata or more. 


15 One oxe equals 2.82 pounds. 

lo art. 10, 15, 16, 20, and 24. 

17 See footnote 16. 
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Tne land tax is doubled waen no minerais have been extracted during the 
year. and is increased "40 per cent for the forced loens tax.® 


- Revocation. - A ‘mining ene may be revoked or annulled: ander the 
following conditions: me <6? OS. Be te a 3 
l. For failure on the »rart of the concessionaire to register with the 
count: registrar of deeds the conces sion decree within Lees months from the 
date of its puOreeahTOns . . : | , . 


Qe. Failure to sult ene eeatet eto, Pes of Drs. 2,800 or the treasury 
reeee SOF Drs. one ae 4 és swe | , 


Be Fajlure to. vay for 3: success ive ears the eae land taxes. 

4. Failure to. ee in mining ore at the. time of the. granting of 
tne concession and to continue exoloitation regularl- upon; scientific. 
principles. If for four cons secutive | -ears from the issuing of a grant, the 
mine renains ids or is worked inadequately, in the opinion of the Inspector: 
of Mines, or if work.is discontimmed for a whole year, the inspector shall = :. 
demand an explanation of the icleness, inadequacy, or interruption. Should 
the concessicneire refuse to give ean explanation or should his reasons be 
considered. unfounded.or unreasonable,-he shall be requested to renew 
mining operations. Snuvld another year of inactivity ensue, the insvector 
shall report the case to the Minister of National Bconomy, who shall at his 
disez>etion order the revocation of the concession. 


Within five months of the date of a revocation, any mortzgazee,an’ 
claimant upon the mine, or any formsr-owner thereof may request the court of 
first instance to place the property on pudlic: sale. An ex-owner is excluded 
as a purchaser~in such a sale. (Par. 1, arte 30.) If an auction does not. 
take olace, the mine t3 granted to the first applicant in line after the 
revocation of the concession. (Pex » 2, art. 30.) 


Seaton 


Either a prospecting »vermit or a eine concession may be transfer: ‘ed 
(leased, evld, or dispose of throuch some other. form of'agreement), but — 
tne document of transfer must be signed by a notary vublic and apvroved bz,” 
tne -Ainister of National Economy. The sale or lease of a mine near the 
frontie> must have the unanimous anproval of the Mining Advisory Committee. 


A tax of 14 per cent..of the value of the mine is levied upon .a sale; 
and a tax of 11 ver cent of the coliected rent, togetner with a 4 per cent 
surtax, is levied upon a lease. These taxes are decreased 50 per cent in 
the case of a sale or a lease to a corporation when a certain nunber of 
Scares in the company or a percentage of the net profits is promised as 
remuneration. | 
11045 a 
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APPEALS 


Provision is made fot appeals against the decisions of ‘mining 
authorities with respect to the issuing or refusing of permits or concessions 
and with resnect to their revocation. 


Granting of Rizhts 


A mining inspector!a- eee oh upon, which the xcrefect bases his decision, 
must state that the area sought has not been voreviously granted to:a 
prospector or a concessionaire or that a permit should be refused on the 
ground that all or part of the area coincides with tuat under a previously’ 
issued permit or concession. Wit sin one month after the publication ef the 
prefect!s decision in the Official Gazette, an applicant may appeal, or any 
other person whose interests are affectcd may take an exception, to the 
Minister of National Economy. Txs aopeal or the exception will be heard 
before a special administrative mining court, composed of judges and 
Government officials, under the chairmanship of the President of the Court 
of Apoeals of Athens. The docision of this administrative court is final and 
obligatory unless carried to the State Council within two months after its 
service. (Par, 8 to 8, art.5.) 


If a concession ‘is g¢rented for an area co ssered by an earlier acess, 
tne first concessionaire alwa-s nas the ritht to take his claim to the 
regular courts. (courts of first instance). 


Revoking of Richts | 


A revocatory decision b:. the Minister of National Economy may be apovealed 
in the court of first instance within a month from the publication of the 
decision in. the Official Gazette.: The opinion-of the court must be rendered 
within three months from the’ date of the ap>eal, The court! s Gecision is final; 
ani if the Sindinzs are in favor ef the owner of the mine, the revocation is 
cancelled; but if the apnecl is denied, the revocation becomes definite. (Art. 29. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The general laws for the protection of labor apply to mining entervrises. 
The 8-hour day is obligatory, especially for workers in galleries or other 
unsenitar~ places. Women ene minors are not permitted to work in mae ‘galleries 
or 8 do night mae: : 


A mine owner pays one-half of the accident indemnity allowed to mine 
wrkers, and the Miners? Fund furnishes the other half. The owner contributes 
to such a fund 2 per cent of the wages he pays. A miners! fund must be 
established for every mine in the interests of the workmen and other emp soycss 
11045, : ibe, ~8- 
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a net-income tax apnlies to uines, winerals also are subject to a small 
county or port tax, rhich varies according to the district in wnich the mine 
is loceted. Minerals are not subject to export taxes or to sales control, in 
general, <.owever, on April 3, 1923, a sales control decree was made for the 
more equitable distribution of the emery ore produced in the Island of Waxos. 


This lawl has since been amended. 


18 Lorrie, W. L., Distribution of Maxos Hmuery Ore by the Greek Government: 
Consular Rept. 736, Apr. 25, 1923, Dept. of Com. file 96953; Bureau of 
lines foreign file 580S. 

Lorrie, W. L., Greek Emery Ore Law: Consular Rept., Nov. 16, 1923, 
Dept. of Com. file 117817; Bureau of Mines foreign file 6428. 
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